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Statement of Non-Discrimination 
 
The Blackstone-Millville Regional School District ensures equal employment and educational 
opportunities for its employees and students and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
religion, national origin, sex or sexual orientation, (M.G.L. c. 151B and 151C, Title VI, Title VII 
and Title IX), or on the basis of disability (Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973/ADA).  
In addition, the Blackstone-Millville Regional School District does not discriminate against its 
employees on the basis of age (M.G.L. 151B/ADEA) or on the basis of veteran's status. 
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INTRODUCTION 
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$�������� ���������	�!#$ "�����������������������
 
Frequently used terms and acronyms associated with English language learners:  

 

 

 

ELL English Language Learner 
ESL English as a Second Language  
LEP Limited English Proficient - students who have a 

non-English language background 
FLEP Former Limited English Proficient 

Low Incidence Fewer than twenty LEP students of one language 
group. 

High incidence Program usually having 20 or more of one language 
group enrolled in a school district or schools 

Integration In the context of Chapter 71 A, integration means 
students receiving services are engaged in 
meaningful learning activities with their peers 

SEI Sheltered English Immersion – a program model 
whereby instruction and materials are in English 
and utilizes sheltered instruction techniques 

ELD English Language Development – a methodology 
through which the development of language and 
academic content skills are promoted 
simultaneously and may utilize native language for 
clarification purposes.  

MA SIMS Classification Classification of child according to the SIMS data 
element.  Students requiring services are labeled at 
LEP, students who no longer receive services (ELL) 
are coded as FLEP. 

Native Language First language of the learner 

ELPBO English Language Proficiency Benchmarks and 
Outcomes – to be used as a basis for developing 
curriculum and programs for ELLs 
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Reference: Questions and Answers, Massachusetts Department of Education, 2003, p. 10. Retrieved from 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/ell/news03/FAQ_drft.pdf 
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Program Flowchart  
(Reference: Language Acquisition Handbook, Milford Public Schools, p. 5) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Language other than English 
English proficient 

or not eligible 

Referred for language 
proficiency assessment 

Student is not identified as ELL 

Student is identified as ELL  

Entrance into sheltered 
English immersion program 

Notify parent 
Parents meet with ELL Liaison. 
Parents may waive student from 

program. 

Program placement in ELL 
program at appropriate grade level 
 

Annual review of progress, 
continuing services, exit from LEP to 

FLEP program or FLEP to regular 
education 

  

Parent notified by letter 

Home language survey 
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Assessment Instruments by Grade Level 

GRADES TEST 
 

USED TO DETERMINE LEVELS OF WHEN ADMINISTERED 

PK-12 MELA-O English Oral Language Proficiency 
 

Spring and fall 

K-12 LAS Links 
IPT (optional) 

Language Assessment Scales 
Oral/Reading/Writing/Listening 
Used for initial identification of LEP 
students 

New students with home 
language other than English 
on HLS or teacher referral 

3-12 MEPA-R/W English Reading and Writing 
Development 

Administered in spring for 
most students; administered 
in fall for grade 3-12 students 
who did not take the spring 
MEPA 
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APPENDIX A 
 

Stages of Oral Language Development 
 

Pre-production 
• No speech production 
• Indicates comprehension physically 
• Comprehends key words 
• Depends heavily on context 
• Responds by pantomiming, gesturing or drawing 
• Says only yes, no or names of other students 
• Minimal comprehension 
 
Early Production 
• Verbalizes key words “heard” 
• Depends heavily on context 
• Responds with one/two word answers or in phrases 
• Uses routine expressions in key words independently 
• Listens with greater understanding 
• Repeats and recites memorable language 
• Demonstrates increased confidence 
 
Speech Emergence 
• Produces whole sentences 
• Hears smaller elements of speech (i.e., conjunctions) 
• Shows good comprehension (given a rich context) 
• Functions on a social level 
• Speaks with less hesitation and demonstrates greater understanding 
• Uses newly-acquired receptive vocabulary to experiment and form  
   messages in English 
• Experiments and hypothesizes with language 
 
Intermediate Fluency Stage 
• Produces connected discourse and narrative 
• Uses more extensive vocabulary 
• Demonstrates increased levels of accuracy and correctness 
• Demonstrates use of higher-order language to negotiate, persuade 
   and evaluate 
 
Proficiency 
• Demonstrates accuracy and correctness comparable to native language 
   speakers 
 
 
 
Reference: Step Program of English Language Proficiency 2004, Brockton Public Schools, p. 15. 
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APPENDIX B 
 

Stages of Literacy Development 
 
Preparation for Literacy 
• Enjoys being read to 
• Pretends to read familiar books 
• Names letters of alphabet 
• Recognizes some signs 
• Plays with pencils and paper 
• Interest in printing own name 
• Begins to develop phonological awareness 
 
Early Literacy 
• Develops phonemic awareness 
• Associates letters with sounds 
• Prints letters and numbers 
• Recognizes high frequency words by sight 
• Sounds out regularly spelled words 
• Uses contextual and picture clues 
• Uses inventive spelling 
 
Emergent Literacy 
• Consolidates “sight” vocabulary 
• Expands letter sound knowledge 
• Reads simple familiar stories independently 
• Practices using repeated and partner reading 
• Develops reading fluency (speed and accuracy) 
• Writes and spells with less effort 
 
Intermediate Abilities 
• Reads for pleasure 
• Reads to gain new knowledge 
• Expands vocabulary through reading 
• Writes and spells more automatically 
• Writes for communication with others 
• Writes for personal expression of ideas 
• Reads and writes more strategically 
 
Reference: Step Program of English Language Proficiency 2004, Brockton Public Schools, p. 16. 
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APPENDIX C 
 

BMRSD Home Language Survey Procedure 
 

 
• Every parent who registers a child for the to the BMRSD must complete a Home 

Language Survey as part of the registration packet.  If a survey in a foreign language is 
given to the parent, make sure to staple the English form to it. 

 
• If the survey reports “English only” place the original in the student’s cumulative folder. 

 
• If the survey reports a language other than English, make a copy and send to the ELE 

office.  The original must be placed in the cumulative folder. 
 

• The ESL Director will arrange for the student to be tested for English language 
proficiency by the ESL Teacher. 

 
• The ESL Teacher will document assessment results and work with the ELL Team to 

designate progam/placement if necessary. 
 

• A copy of the Home Language Survey and all assessment results will be placed in the 
ELL Student folder 
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APPENDIX D 
 

Blackstone-Millville Regional School District 
Home Language Survey 

Dear Parents/Guardians:  

In order to help your child succeed in school, please answer the following questions for each 
child in your family. Your answers will help us create the best possible educational program for 
your child. Please complete this form in its entirety and return it to school as soon as 
possible.   
 
 
NAME:______________________________________  TODAY’S DATE:______/_____/_____ 
SCHOOL: ____________________________________  GRADE: _______ 
DATE OF BIRTH: ___________________________ 
PLACE OF BIRTH: __________________________ 
 
 
1. What language did your child first understand or speak? __________  
2. What language do you use most often when speaking with your child at 

home?_____________  
3. What language does your child use most often when speaking with you at home? 

______________  
4. What language does your child use most often when speaking with other family members? 

______________  
5. What language does your child use most often when speaking with friends?___________  
6. What language(s) does your child read? __________ __________  
7. What language(s) does your child write?__________ __________  
8. At what age did your child start attending school? _____  
9. Has your child attended school every year since that age? ___Yes ___No  

If no, please explain:  
10. Would you prefer oral and written communication from the school in English or in your home 

language? _______________Language?_______________________  
 
 
Parent Signature_____________________________________ Date_______________________ 

 
 
After an initial assessment, the District will determine if further testing is needed. If further 
assessment is not necessary, parents who wish additional testing may indicate this below: 
 
 
 
Please call the main office at the school if you would like this document translated into a language other than 
English. 
Por favor, contate a secretaria central da escola caso deseje que este documento seja traduzido para o português. 
Por favor, llame a la oficina central de la escuela si usted desea que este documento sea traducido al español. 

���������	
��������
���������������������������������������� ����!"#��$��%$&�'��($����)  
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APPENDIX E 
 

PARENTS: DO NOT COMPLETE/TO BE COMPLETED BY ELL STAFF   
 

English Language Learner – Proficiency Results  
 

INITIAL RECOMMENDATION: 

� Student does not have a language other than English spoken at home/No testing necessary 

�Student Referred For Language Proficiency Testing     Date:____/____/____ 
 
PROFICIENCY RESULTS:   Name/Type of Assessment Administered________________ 
 

Oral Designation: �Beg  �E Inter  �Inter  �Prof   �Above Prof   Date:____/____/____   
 

Reading Designation: �Beg  �E Inter  �Inter  �Prof   �Above Prof   Date:____/____/____ 
 

Writing Designation: �Beg  �E Inter  �Inter  �Prof   �Above Prof   Date:____/____/____ 
 
 

COMMENTS: This student is a Newcomer  �YES  �NO 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROGRAM RECOMMENDATION: 

� Based on above results, student will be placed in our ELL program and will receive ELD/SEI instruction.  

� Based on above results, student will be not receive ELD/SEI instruction. 
 
 
 
____________________________________________  Today’s Date____/____/____ 
Signature of ELL Staff 
 
____________________________________________ 
Print Your Name 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Language Proficiency Status 
(Designation) 

 
Beg=Beginning   E Inter=Early Intermediate   Inter=Intermediate   Prof=Proficient   Above Prof=Above Proficient 
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APPENDIX F 
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APPENDIX H 
 
 

Blackstone-Millville Regional School District – School Year 20__ to 20__ 
G.L. c.71A Program Waiver 

 
Parent or Guardian Informed Consent Form * 

 
 
I am knowingly and voluntarily requesting that my child receive a waiver from the 
requirements of G.L. c.71A, as amended (“Question 2”).  I understand that if school 
officials grant my waiver request my child will receive bilingual instruction or some other 
type of language support rather than sheltered English immersion instruction.  Upon my 
personal visit to the school, school officials provided me with a full description, in a 
language that I understand, of the educational opportunities available to my child. 
 
Based on this information, which I have read and understood, I am requesting a 
program waiver for my child for the 2005-2006 school year.  I have been fully informed 
of my right not to apply for or agree to a program waiver. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Child’s Name 
 
 
_______________________________                  ______________________________ 
Parent or Guardian Signature    Parent or Guardian Signature 
 
 
__________________________   ________________________ 
Date       Date 
 
 
 
 
 
* If the Parent and Guardian Informed Consent Form is provided in a language other 
than English, attach that form to the waiver application. 
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APPENDIX I 

 
Blackstone-Millville Regional School District – School Year 20__ to 20__ 

G.L.c.71A School District Program Waiver Application Form for English Learners 
Students Under 10 Years of Age 

 
A.  Background Information 
 
1. Name of Student  
2.  Date of Birth  
3.  Date Student Was Placed In An 
English Language Classroom 

 

4.  Date Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Visited 
School to Apply For A Waiver (at least 
30 calendar days AFTER student was 
placed in an English Language 
classroom) 

 

 
B. Parent or Guardian Informed Consent: Parents or guardians must review and 

sign the Parent or Guardian Informed Consent Form (Attachment A).  This form 
must be provided in a language the parent or guardian understands.  The signed 
Informed Consent Form should be attached to this form. 

 
C. Determination Regarding Waiver Request: 

 
1. Waiver request approved (school officials must sign here and complete 

Attachment B):  It is our informed belief that an alternate course of educational 
study is better suited to the student’s overall educational progress and rapid 
acquisition of English.  The student will be placed in a transitional bilingual 
class on __________________.  

 
      _______________________________  ______________________________ 

School Superintendent (signature/date)  School Principal (signature/date)  
 
2. Waiver request denied (school officials must sign here):  It is our informed 

belief that an alternate course of educational study would NOT be better suited 
to the student’s overall educational progress and rapid acquisition of English. 

 
      _______________________________  ______________________________ 

School Superintendent (signature/date)  School Principal (signature/date)  
 
D.  Appeals Process (optional):  If the waiver is denied and if the district guidelines 
contain an appeals process, did the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) appeal the decision?  
If yes, what was the final determination of the school officials? 

  
 

Blackstone-Millville Regional School District – School Year 20__ to 20__ 
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APPENDIX J 

 
Blackstone-Millville Regional School District – School Year 20__ to 20__ 

G.L.c.71A School District Program Waiver Application Form for English Learners 
Students 10 Years of Age or Older 

A.  Background Information 
 
1. Name of Student  
2.  Date of Birth  
3.  Date Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Visited 
School to Apply For A Waiver 

 

 
B. Parent or Guardian Informed Consent: Parents or guardians must review and sign the 

Parent or Guardian Informed Consent Form (Attachment A).  This form must be provided 
in a language the parent or guardian understands.  The signed Informed Consent Form 
should be attached to this form. 

 
C. Determination Regarding Waiver Request: 

 
1. Waiver request approved (school officials must sign here):  It is our informed belief 

that an alternate course of educational study is better suited to the student’s overall 
educational progress and rapid acquisition of English.  The student will be placed in a 
transitional bilingual class on __________________.  

 
      _______________________________  ______________________________ 

School Principal (signature/date)  Other educational staff who participated 
in the decision (signature/title/date)  

 
 
2. Waiver request denied (school officials must sign here):  It is our informed belief that 

an alternate course of educational study would NOT be better suited to the student’s 
overall educational progress and rapid acquisition of English. 

 
      _______________________________  ______________________________ 

School Principal (signature/date)  Other educational staff who participated 
in the decision (signature/title/date)  

 
 
D.  Appeals Process (optional):  If the waiver is denied and if the district guidelines contain 
an appeals process, did the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) appeal the decision?  If yes, what 
was the final determination of the school officials? 
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APPENDIX K 
 

Blackstone-Millville Regional School District 
TEACHER REFERRAL FOR ELL EVALUATION 

 
Teacher’s Name        Date      
 
Student’s Name          Date of Birth   
  
School          Grade    
    
Parent/Guardian Name           
 
Address             
 
Home Phone      Cell phone     
  
Home Language            
 
Reason(s) for English language assessment referral: 
 
_____Home Language Survey indicates other than English is spoken in the home 
_____Academic concerns in English and academic subject areas 
_____Transferred from another district 
_____Other (Please Explain)  
 
**************************************************************************************************** 
 

For office use only: 
 
Assessment(s) used          
       
Name of test administrator    Date Administered    
 
 

Results             
 
              
 
 

Conference dates (ELL team, parent, etc)        
 
              
 
Recommendations            
 
              
 
(Use back if necessary) 
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Appendix M 
 

BMRSD English Language Development 
 Monthly  Report 

 
Student name:  ________________________  School:  ____________ Grade:  _______    
 
Date:  __________   Prepared by:  ____________________________________________  
 
1.  Please describe the type of service you provide for this student at this time:  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2.  Please check off the strategies you have used this month with the student (ELPBO): 
 
Compare/contrast L1 and L2 (S.1) (ELA 5):     _______ 
 
Use resources (dictionaries, glossaries, etc.) (S.1) (ELA 4)   _______ 
 
Practice differences between formal and informal speech (S.2)   _______ 
 
Rephrasing (S.2) (FL 1)       _______ 
 
Use verbal and nonverbal cues (S.3)     _______ 
 
Connect new information to prior knowledge (S.3)    _______ 
 
Use graphic organizers for taking notes (S.3)     _______ 
 
Identify titles, illustrations, headings, etc. (R.3) (ELA 13)   _______ 
 
Teach and review essential vocabulary (R.1)     _______ 
 
Analyze words (cognates, suffixes, inflection, etc.)  (R.1)   _______ 
 
Use context to grasp meaning (R.1)      _______ 
 
Identify sentence/text structure (capitalization, parts of speech, etc.)  (R.1) _______ 
 
Identify main idea and details of text (R.3)     _______ 
 
Pre-writing strategies (identify audience, organize ideas, etc.)  (W.1)  _______ 
 
Evaluation, revision, and editing of writing  (W.3) (W.4)   _______ 
 
Use of media (Internet, audio, visual, etc.)     _______ 
 
 
3.  Please indicate any other concerns regarding this student.  ______________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signed:  _______________________________________  Date:  ___________________ 
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Appendix N 

 
Blackstone Millville Regional School District 

English Language Learner Program 
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APPENDIX Q 
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