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School Committee Update — March, 2010

By Ann Lesperance

On Feb. 11", a joint meeting of the School Committee, Boards of Selectmen and Finance from Blackstone and
Millville, as well as Senator Moore was held at the Millvile Town Hall. Minimum contribution is expected to
increase for both towns, Millville’s by an additional $60,000 and Blackstone’s by $110,000. Both the Senator
and Representative urged caution when developing the budgets for the next two years. The governor’'s budget
for FY11 uses federal stimulus money, which has not yet been appropriated and no stimulus money is expected
to be available for FY12.

We are making great strides in keeping our budget transparent. The Open Hearing meeting for the District's
FY11 budget will be held on Thurs., March 11" at 7PM in the Molony-Sullivan Auditorium at the High School.
We urge you to attend. The Superintendent will present a level services budget.

The Superintendent has worked to save money wherever possible. One way was to utilize the resources of
other towns by job sharing with Bellingham in two key positions: the Directors of Food Service and Curriculum.
Another idea being explored was the possibility of moving the 5™ grade to the middle school. After initial
investigation, there would be NO educational enhancement or savings, so the idea has been dropped. The 5"
graders will remain housed at the A. F. Maloney and Millville Elementary Schools.

School Committee Meetings: March 11™ after the Open Hearing at BMR and March 25" at 7PM in the F. W.
Hartnett Media Center
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Puppeteer Jonathan Keezing works with Mrs. Cote's first
grade class after they finished making their individual
puppets.

Mr. Jonathan Keezing, representing Caravan Puppets, spent
six days at the John F. Kennedy and Augustine F. Maloney
Schools in Blackstone during the month of
February. Caravan Puppets travel throughout New England
putting on shows for children in various school
communities. Due to a grant awarded to Mrs. Esther Cote
(first grade teacher at JFK) by both the Blackstone-Millville
Education Foundation and the Blackstone Elementary Parent
Organization, Mr. Keezing was able to work with the 31
individual classes in grades kindergarten through grade
five. Each child was given the opportunity to design their
own puppets and bring them home. In addition, on the final
day, Mr. Keezing and his traveling puppeteers put on 3 stage
performances for various grade levels.

From L to R: Sarah Douglas, Matthew Papineau and
Mikayla Darden

Since the 1999-2000 school year, students at the
Augustine F. Maoney School in Blackstone have
participated in a fundraiser, Jump Rope for Heart,
sponsored by the American Heart
Association. Physical Education Teacher, Mrs. Karen
Thompson, oversees the event in which children ask
for pledges from their parents and relatives for this
worthy cause. Since 1999, Maloney School students
have raised more than $50,000 for the American Heart
Association. This year was another great year which
redlized a grand total of $5,718. A check for that
amount was recently mailed to the American Heart
Association. Banners line the school hallway noting
the amount raised each year.

FromL to R: Matthew Messier, Christopher Breaullt,
Lauren Bouvier and Owen Pickering

Four students representing grades 4 and 5 at the Augustine F.
Maloney School approached their principal, Everett Campbell,
about the concept of collecting change for the people of
Haiti. The students came prepared with ideas; a flyer and other
suggestions on how to make a small difference in the lives of
those who suffered from the earthquake in Haiti several weeks
ago. The students, Lauren Bouvier (grade 5), Christopher
Breault, Matthew Messier, Owen Pickering (all grade 4), called
their fundraiser, "Change for Haiti". Matthew brought in two
large canisters he designed at home and placed one on each
office counter. Just nine days later, the students had raised a
total of $719. A check was mailed to the Worcester Office of
the American Red Cross over the February vacation period.

From L to R: Jack Jacome, Avry Guilbert,
Joshua Connolly and Mackenzie Gill

The Blackstone Elementary Parents' Organization
held a Food Drive for Needy Families during the
last week of February and first week of
March. During that period, students brought in
over 1000 articles of food and other essentials for
the Blackstone-Millville Food Pantry. Studentsin
the photo were among the students and
families who picked up the articles and brought
them to the Food Pantry on Tuesday evening,
March 2nd.



J. F. Kennedy / A. F. Maloney Elementary Schools

Adventures in Space
Rocket Camp
Saturday, March 27, 2010

March 8, 2010
Dear Parents and Guardians:

On December 2, 2009, Mr. David Heshion presented the “Adventures in Space” program to all of
our students, K-5, in three separate presentations. The reviews by the children and staff in
attendance were excellent. A few weeks after Mr. Heshion presented his program, | called him to
ask if he had any extended programs he could present to our children. On Saturday, March 27",
Mr. Heshion will return to have a Rocket Camp with students. The program is a Saturday
morning program which will take place at the John F. Kennedy School Cafeteria. The hours will
be 9:00 AM — 1:00 PM. The cost of the program is $20 per student with a 20 student minimum
and 150 student maximum. The students will learn about rockets, how they work and how they
fly. Then they will build and launch their own rocket. This program is being co-sponsored by
BEPO and JFK/AFM Schools.

Rocket Camp Agenda

9:00-9:30 Rockets: How they work and fly.

9:30-10:00 Building your own rocket.

10:30 — 10:50 Break Time (Please bring your own snack and drink.)

11:00 — 12:00 Finish rocket building.

12:00 - 1:00 Rocket Launch! Families and friends are invited to attend the rocket launch.

If interested, please complete the application below and return it to your child’s teacher. The first
150 applications will be accepted. The deadline for all applications is Thursday, March 11, 2010.

Sincerely,

Everett B. Campbell, Principal

Application for Rocket Camp
Saturday, March 27, 2010 — 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Student Name Grade Teacher Name
| give permission for my child to attend the rocket camp on Saturday, March 27, 2010.
| have enclosed a check for $20 payable to David Heshion.

Please return no later than Thursday, March 11, 2010. Details will follow during the week of
March 22.
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