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Part A.

Segregation on Public Transportation

In Black Like Me, John Howard Griffin gave several examples of discriminatory behavior he encountered
when riding the bus as an African-American. In his November 10-12 entry (p. 46), he described an
incident in New Orleans in which the bus driver shut the bus door and wouldn't let him off until a white
passenger wanted to get off.

Segregation Codes

Read Sec. 10 and Sec. 11 of the following document describing the Montgomery, Alabama City Code
regarding segregation of races on public buses:

C.8,§10 MonTGOMERY CITY CODE C.6,§13

Sec. 10. Separation of races—Required.

Every person operating a bus line in the city shall provide
equal but separate accommodations for white people and
negroes on his buses, by requiring the employees in charge
thereof to assign passengers seats on the vehicles under their
charge in such manner as to separate the white people from
the negroes, where there are both white and negroes on the
same car; provided, however, that negro nurses having in
charge white children or sick or infirm white persons, may be
assigned seats among white people. .

Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting
the operators of such bus lines from separating the races by
means of separate vehicles if they see fit. (Code 1938,
g8 608, 606.)

Sec. 11. Some—Powers of persons in charge of vehicle; pas-
sengers to obey directions.

Any employee in charge of a bus operated in the city shall
have the powers of a police officer of the eity while in actual
charge of any bus, for the purpose of carrying out the pro-
visions of the preceding section, and it shall be unlawful for
any passenger to refuse or fail to take a seat among those
assigned to the race to which he belongs, at the request of
any such employee in charge, if there is such a seat vacant.
(Code 1938, § 604.)

Sec. 12. Failure to corry passengers.

1t shall be unlawful for any person operating a bus line in
the city to refuse, without sufficient excuse, to carry any pas-
genger; provided, that no driver of a bus shall be required to
carry any passenger who is intoxicated or disorderly, or who
is affiicted with any contagious or infectious disease, or who
refuses to pay in advance the fare required, or who for any
other reason deemed satisfactory by the recorder should be
excluded. (Code 1938, § 699.)

Sec. 13. Smoking.

It shall be unlawful for any person to smoke a cigar, pipe

or cigarette upon any bus in the ecity; provided, however, that
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Provide short answer responses to the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.



1. What does the code say about segregation on the city buses?

2. What specific words, phrases, etc. show discrimination?

3. Do you think it is possible to have separate but equal accommodations?
4. Why do you think some people resisted desegregation?

Rosa Parks

On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks, a black woman, refused to give up her seat on a Montgomery city
bus for a white passenger. She was arrested and a 381-day boycott of Montgomery city buses by the
African-American community began. This resulted in desegregation of Montgomery city buses and a 1956
Supreme Court decision prohibiting segregation on public transportation.

For help, tour The Montgomery Boycott page (http:/www.geocities.com/Athens/Olympus/3515/montg.html)
created by students from Stoughton High School. Then provide short answer responses to the following
guestions on a separate piece of paper.

Why was Rosa Parks arrested?

Why do you think she refused to give up her seat on the bus?

Why was the boycott a sacrifice for the individuals who participated in it?

What was the boycott successful?

Why do you think this was such an important event of the Civil Rights Movement?
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Additional Links
http://www.mecca.org/~crights/montgomery.html (The Virtual Tour)
http://socsci.colorado.edu/~jonesem/montgomery.html




Part B.

Using John Howard Griffin’s book Black Like Me and the documents and information you have examined
in Part A, prepare a paper of 4-7 pages answering the following question. The inclusion of a concise
thesis statement, organization, clarity and completeness will be considered in grading the content of your
paper. One point out of one hundred will be deducted for every structural error committed. Content will
also be graded on the one hundred-point scale. The two grades will be averaged to determine the final
grade for your paper. Double-spaced typing is required. Use no larger than twelve-point font style.
Late papers will not be accepted.

Was the nature of racism against African-Americans in the south during the 1950s based more on
psychological/emotional factors or political/legal circumstances?

B. Additional Notes:

Use short quotes and paraphrases to prove your argument. You may use other sources but do not
include large block quotes from the authors being examined. There is no need for footnotes or
bibliography (unless you use another source). Page numbers should be cited. This can be done in
parenthesis in the text, e.g. (Griffin, p. 22); (Bailey, p. 776). Please also provide a cover page including
title, course title, and instructor name, your name and date. See me if you need assistance.



